
National Institute for Health 
Research – An Overview 
 
Justin Riordan-Jones 

23rd June 2014             DH – Leading the nation’s health and care 



 
  

 
 

  



• improve health outcomes through 

advances in research 

• improve quality of care by NHS 

participation in the research process 

• strengthen International competitive 

position in science 

• drive economic growth through 

investment by life science industries 

Why is the Government committed 

to Research in the NHS? 

Health and Wealth 



Recognition of barriers 

& Consultation on 

plans, 2005 

New Government 

Strategy, 2006 

The Health Research System 



Vision 

• To improve the health and wealth of 

  the nation through research 
 

• To create a health research 

  system in which the NHS supports 

  outstanding 

• individuals, working in world class 

  facilities, conducting leading-edge 

  research 

• focused on the needs of patients 

  and the public 
 

• Delivered through the National 

  Institute for Health Research (NIHR) 

• Established as a distributed institute 

  from April 2006 

 

January 2006 



The National Institute for Health Research 

Goals 

 

• Transform research in the NHS 

 

• Increase the volume of applied health research for the 

benefit of patients and the public 

 

• Develop and support the people who conduct and 

contribute to applied health research 

 

 

 

 



National Institute for Health Research 

 

• Between Government, Charity and Industry 

• Between NHS and University 

• Between research leaders and research facilitators 

• Between different health care professions 

• Between different research disciplines 

• Between researchers and patients 

 

A Health Research System 
 

Partnership 



“Life science - and the UK’s role 

in it - is at a crossroads. 

Behind us lies a great history of 

discovery, from the unravelling 

of DNA to MRI scanning and 

genetic sequencing. 

We can be proud of our past, 

but this government is acutely 

aware that we cannot be 

complacent about the future.” 

David Cameron 

December 2011 

Research and growth: 

  Strategy for UK Life Sciences 



 

Policy focus on growth 



Infrastructure 

Clinical Research  

Facilities, Centres 

& Units 

Clinical Research 

Networks 

Research 

Research Projects 

& Programmes 

Research 

Management 

Systems 

Research 

Information 

Systems 

Systems 

Patients 

& 

Public 

Universities 

Investigators & 

Senior 

Investigators 

Associates 

Faculty 

Trainees 

Research Schools 

NHS Trusts 

NIHR Health Research System 



Investigators & 

Senior 

Investigators 

Associates 

Faculty 

Trainees 

“…outstanding individuals…” 



Investigators & 

Senior 

Investigators 

Associates 

Faculty 

Trainees 

Attract, develop and retain the best 

research professionals to conduct and 

support people-based research 

Aim 



 

 

NIHR Faculty 

NIHR Senior Investigators 
• A ‘College’ of NIHR’s most prominent leaders of clinical and applied 

  health and social care research selected from NIHR Investigators 
 

NIHR Investigators 
• Faculty members who are directly engaged in doing research funded by 

   NIHR or the Department of Health Policy Research Programme (PRP), 

   and who are employed by an NHS organisation, a university, or a 

   charity based in England 
 

NIHR Associates 
• Faculty members who support research led by others 
 

NIHR Trainees 
• The next generation of researchers, whose salaries are supported 

   through NIHR training awards or NIHR-funded studentships  



Research 

Research Projects 

& Programmes 

 

“…leading-edge research focused on 

the needs of patients and the public…” 

Research Schools 



Clinical trials funded by the NIHR  

HTA programme 
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Infrastructure 

Clinical Research  

Facilities, Centres 

& Units 

Clinical Research 

Networks 
Harness the research potential of the 

NHS to improve health and deliver 

competitive advantage for increased 

economic growth 

Aim 



NIHR Clinical Research Infrastructure  

 Biomedical Research Centres 

Biomedical Research Units 

Clinical Research Facilities 

Experimental Cancer Medicine 

Centres 

Clinical Research Networks 

Invention Evaluation Adoption 

Healthcare Technology  

Co-operatives 

Diagnostic Evidence  

Co-operatives 

Patient Safety Translational 

Research Centres 

Collabs for Leadership in Applied Health 

Research and Care 

Translational Research 

Partnerships and Collaborations 



Tooth replacement in 

prospect after scientists 

grow teeth from mouse 

cells 

Researchers at King’s College 

say hybrid of human gum cells 

and mouse stem cells raises 

possibility of growing new teeth 

on patient's jaw 

Amputee Phantom Pain 
Linked to Brain Retaining 
Picture of Missing Limb 

 Changes in the brain following 

amputation have been linked to 

pain arising from the missing limb, 

called 'phantom pain', in an Oxford 

University brain imaging study. 

Arm amputees experiencing the 

most phantom limb pain were 

found to maintain stronger 

representation of the missing hand 

in the brain – to the point where it 

was indistinguishable from people 

with both hands.  

46 gene sequencing test 

for cancer patients on the 
NHS  

 The first multi-gene DNA 

sequencing test that can help 

predict cancer patients' responses 

to treatment has been launched in 

the National Health Service 

(NHS), thanks to a partnership 

between scientists at the the 

National Institute for Health 

Research (NIHR) Oxford 

Biomedical Research Centre 

(BRC), a collaboration between 

Oxford University Hospitals NHS 

Trust and Oxford University  

    NIHR success stories 2013 

http://www.guardian.co.uk/


Research 

Management 
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Infrastructure 

Clinical Research  
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NIHR Health Research System 



  

Research 

Systems 

Research 

Information 

Systems 

Systems 

Strengthen and streamline systems for 

research management and governance 

Aim 



  

Who supplies the NIHR IS  

DH – Leading the nation’s health and care 



  

THE NIHR HUB….. 

CORPORATE NIHR INFORMATION 

SYSTEMS 

DH – Leading the nation’s health and care 
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http://hub.nihr.ac.uk/


  

NIHR Community for collaboration 

DH – Leading the nation’s health and care 



  

A Corporate Email system 

DH – Leading the nation’s health and care 



  

NIHR Directory – A First. 

DH – Leading the nation’s health and care 
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NIHR Hub 

• Two of the NIHR’s Business Units havemigrated entirely onto 

Hub e-mail service 

• Acceptable Usages Policy developed to ensure the safety of 

NIHR Users (Fans) 

• Some issues with accessibility from some elements of the 

NHS and Academia 

• NIHR PORTAL BEING RETIRED 30th JULY 2014 



  

DH DASHBOARD 
POWERED BY QLIKVIEW 

DH – Leading the nation’s health and care 
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OTHER SYSTEMS AND POLICIES 

DH – Leading the nation’s health and care 
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NIHR Website 

• NIHR Launching a brand new website in July 2014 

• Much richer content and greater integration across all 

aspects of the NIHR 

• Focused on delivery of content that users want 

 

 

© TriStar Pictures / Gracie Films 1996 
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Open Access 

• Revised Open Access policy launched 1st April 

• NIHR has adopted “Gold” approach in line with RCUK and 

Wellcome Trust 

• Revised policy at 

http://www.nihr.ac.uk/research/Pages/Research_Open_Acce

ss_Policy_Statement.aspx  

• Will be annual monitoring of the policy to measure 

compliance 

• Depositing in NIHR Journals Library 

(http://www.journalslibrary.nihr.ac.uk/ )where applicable or in 

EuroPubMed Central (http://www.europepmc.org ) 

 

http://www.nihr.ac.uk/research/Pages/Research_Open_Access_Policy_Statement.aspx
http://www.nihr.ac.uk/research/Pages/Research_Open_Access_Policy_Statement.aspx
http://www.journalslibrary.nihr.ac.uk/
http://www.journalslibrary.nihr.ac.uk/
http://www.europepmc.org/
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Dementia Portal 

• Dementia Portal “Join Dementia Research” in final stages of 

development  

• Will allow dementia patients ability to “pre-register” their 

consent to participate in studies 

• Partnership between NIHR and Research Charities 

• Phase 1 pilot to be launched in July 



Thank you 
 
Any questions 

Justin.Riordan-Jones@dh.gsi.gov.uk 

Justin.Riordan-Jones@nihr.ac.uk 
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